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unknown and unappreciated: This impulsive condemnation of prices, and at times the attempts toward their artificial reduction, serve as a safety valve to popular indignation. Unfortunately this sort of reaction is destructive. In overlooking the facts which underlie the price situation consumers aggravate the very conditions which they denounce without doing what they easily could to improve the situation. Instead of indiscriminate price condemnation and abuse of middlemen, the same energy devoted to learning how the lower grades of products might be utilized satisfactorily and to stimulating the production of a greater supply of high grade goods would be a constructive step toward successful solution of the retail price problem. Instead of demanding that the government artificially lower prices, regardless of the causes for their being high, the consumer has vastly more to gain by attempting to create conditions which supplement or assist the high prices actually to stimulate increased production.
In abundance of goods is to be found the fundamental means both of supplying the consumer and of reducing prices. Fortunately increased individual production as a rule is also in line with the farmer's interest, because though prices fall, greater volume generally maintains aggregate individual earnings. Ordinarily commodities are scarce when prices are high, and it is this high price which requisitions the farmer to increase production because he sees in it the opportunity to earn a larger net profit. But when the consumer, due to a psychological bent, thinks in terms of choice products and top prices and then reacts by fighting the fundamental forces operating in economic life, he literally "kills the goose that lays the golden eggs." Abnormally high prices bring into existence an increased supply. Uninformed consumer action, whether directly in "boycotting" or indirectly in the creation of uneconomic legislation and in destructive court decisions, obstructs the marketing system, reduces the share of the con-